Junior gets the feminine point view from Nita before outfitting his boat the 
new spring colors. 
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The Name “Leprosy” 


FREDERICK LENDRUM, Ph.D. 


Assistant Professor Medicine, University 


College Medicine, Chicago 


Reprinted from AMERICAN JOURNAL TROPICAL MEDICINE AND HYGIENE 


INTRODUCTION 


problem that unique modern 
medicine results from the application 
the Biblical name “leprosy” 
ment which has been defined only dur- 
ing the lifetime many physicians still 
vigorously work. other disease 
nomenclature major hazard for pub- 
lic health. other disease nomen- 
clature more serious barrier sound 
medical care than any difficulty diag- 
nosis treatment. analogy might 
imagined Addison’s Disease, with its 
characteristic dark pigmentation the 
skin, had some caprice medical 
history been named “the Black Death.” 
Even this analogy extremely feeble: 
the Bible carries vastly more authority 
than Boccaccio! 


first realization the horror as- 
sociated with this word came the year 
1934, large medical center, saw 
woman who came for diagnosis 
nodular skin eruption. She had lived for 
number years the tropics and had 
been told that she had 
exhaustive examination, however, re- 
vealed cancer with multiple metastases 
the skin. When this condition was 
explained the patient her response 
was unforgettable: God it’s no- 
thing but cancer!” (If fanatic, 
became that moment!) 


Frequent references, both Congress 
and periodicals high repute, 
leprosy” reveal that the horror 
the Biblical word deeply graven 
our language and was not merely 
morbid obsession the part this 
patient. The medieval rigor our Fed- 
eral statutes well court 
decisions emphasize the same feeling. 
quote typical example from northern 
State. 122 Iowa 651 the Court Ap- 


the ordinary sense the word, 
mild and harmless imputation, when 
compared with words which brand 
Iowa one the states where the ail- 
ment now called “leprosy” has never 
been known acquired. Hence the 
court was clearly referring the name 
rather than the nature the modern 
disease. 


The recent law the 
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lands (1949) which makes official only 
the term Disease,” mo- 
tivated recognition the paralyzing 
effect the Biblical connotations 
“leprosy” upon public health measures 
and also upon the application effec- 
tive treatment. 


desire change the official 
order avoid confusion with the 
Bible does not spring from sentimental- 
ism, but from the hard fact that even 
today many patients who are told that 
they have “leprosy” change their names 
and into hiding. They forfeit treat- 
ment for themselves order protect 
their families from ostracism. Even after 
medical discharge from the U.S. Pub- 
lic Health Service Hospital Carville, 
Louisiana, patients find almost im- 
possible obtain employment, especi- 
northern towns where neither 
the physicians nor the public has even 
seen patient with this disease, 

The burden proof one who 
change official nomen- 
clature, The purpose this article 
examine the evidence whether the 
Biblical name accurate, regardless 
its disastrous emotional associations. 
will not attempt disguise own 
opinions, however; pretend that 
have the detachment computing 
machine would both dishonest and 
ridiculous! 


HISTORICAL SUMMARY 


The word “unclean” used the 
Ritualistic Law difficult fer the mod- 
ern mind comprehend. common- 
morality, need for soap-and-water! 
Leviticus and 12, and Leviticus 21:16 
22:9 should make clear that the 
words “taboo” are closer 
the original meaning. Frazer’s Golden 
Bough and the many studies which fol- 
lowed show that “taboo” and “stig- 
ma” are universal the thinking 
primitive peoples. 

The word “blemish” appears twenty- 
.eight times Leviticus. Examination 
the text can hardly fail impress the 
reader with the intensity the 
Protestant, Catholic, 
and Jewish scholars are remarkable 
egreement the Biblical word 
was not medical term desig- 
nating any other 


snecific disease. Rather denoted 
inflicted stigma blemish which 
marked the victim “unclean” under 
the Hebrew ritualistic law. illumi- 
nating recall that the many million 
“untouchables” “outcasts” India 
are similarly regarded, and that neither 
hygiene nor morality nor soap-and- 
water has anything with their sta- 
tus. 

interpreting ancient texts, several 
hazards must remembered, im- 
portant aware that references 
the Ebers Papyrus, the early Sanskrit 
hymns, and the Chinese the Ming 
Dynasty, are fashionable ways deco- 
rating article with “quack scholar- 
The Ebers Papyrus instruc- 
tive example, The Egyptian hieroglyph- 
ics began deciphered with the 
discovery the Rosetta Stone. From the 
few words which could interpreted 
comparison with the Greek portion 
the Stone, our knowledge 
extended the discovery other frag- 
ments, especially those containing the 
names kings, battles, nations, 
which could compared with records 
other languages. Further, often 
possible make reasonable guess 
the meaning word which found 
several inscriptions when the remain- 
ing words are known. Nevertheless, the 
names diseases and forms medi- 
cation are, even now, little more than 
pyramid hypotheses. 

Joachim the year 1890 auda- 
ciously published attempt trans- 
late the Ebers Papyrus into German, 
page 119 this “prescription book” 
refers and interprets the 
hieroglyphics recommending onions 
and sea salt boiled urine. footnote 
appended “lepra?” states that 
based upon Stern’s conjecture “morbus 
leprosus?”. less technical translation 
into English, from the German 
Joachim, was published Cyril 
Phillips Bryan 1931 under the title 
“The Papyrus The question 
marks and sources are left out the 
text, but lengthy introductory chapter 
emphasizes the uncertainty every dis- 
ease and form medication mentioned. 

During the past twenty years dis- 
cussion “leprosy” has 
cluded the remark that “leprosy was de- 
scribed the Ebers Papyrus 1500 
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PLATE (a) EXAMPLES GREEK WORDS RELATED 
(Verbs, nouns, and adjectives are given their simplest form) 


The Biblical word “epra", NE TE pa is one of a large family of words coming from the root of 


the verb meaning husk, thresh, scale, remove the bark. From this root 


two groups of words were derived, with almost opposite meanings. Those with the root rE TT p es 


carried the connotation "rough or harsh like a scaly surface". Those with the root XE T- 


carried the connotation "thin, delicate, or fine like a scale”. Hebrew, Greek, Latin, and English all 


have pairs of words in which opposttc meanings depend upon a single consonant sound. "Thick" and ' 


“thin” in English are an instructive example. 


” 

tense 


Covered with scales, crocodile. Herodotus (450 B.C.) 


The scales fish. Aristotle ($50 B.C.) 
A€Trpa 5. A rough and scaling condition, applied to the bark of a tree. Theophrastus 
(325 B.C.) 
Ae pas 6. Rugged and rough, applied to a rock. Theocritus the poet (280 B.C.) 
The scales serpent. Nicander (160 B.C.) 


“the widow's mite”. 


{Luke 21:2) 


Mark 12:42) 
{Also Luke 12:59) 


Ac Tus 9. Flakes that fly from an anvil. Discorides the Naturalist (100 A.D.) 


AE TOS 10. Husks or scales. Poilux the Antequarian (180 A.D.) 


Ae Tpas li. An unpolisied stone. Oppian the poet (190 A.D.) 


12. (Attic and Biblical Greek) chronic harmless skin eruption manifested 


patches of dry scales. The Hippocratic Writings (400 B.C.) Galen (180 A.D.) 


Paulus Aegineta (650 A.D.) 


r (wp 1) 14. "Leprosy" -- as the term was used in Byzantine ecclesiastical law. Philes the 


poet (1309 A.D.) 
PLATE I ib) 
Hebrew 

1. "Zaraath", transiated as "leprosy" ~ 


2. "Zirah", translated as “horset" 


HEBREW AND GREEK WORDS REFERRED THE TEXT 


7 


¥ 


bs 
4. "Naga", translated as ‘to strike" or "to plague” 33 


5. “Laben”, translated as “white” 
1. To heal or to cure taqdopuar 


source for this dogmatic 
statement not given. Yet made 
with manner final authority which 
the same physician does not use even 
when describes the observations 
which has made his own labora- 
tory- 

There are other difficulties, however, 
far more subtle than fraudulent erudi- 
tion. One the change any living 
language with time. The classical Greek 
400 B.C. was importantly different 
from the Homeric Greek 950 B.C. 
and likewise from the Biblical Greek 


the first century A.D. The Latin the 
Golden Age was different from the Lat- 
the Vulgate four centuries later, 
The Hebrew the time the trans- 
lation the Septuagint (150 B.C.) had 
changed from the Hebrew Nehemiah 
and Ezra, and inevitably underwent fur- 
ther change before the Massoretic text 
was crystallized. 

Finally, the Hebrew consonant 
and vowel markings were absent the 
time Jerome (400 but are pres- 
ent our oldest Hebrew manuscript 
the Books the Law (950 A.D.). The 


oldest Greek texts the Bible, the 
Codex Vaticanus, Codex Sinaiticus, 
Codex Alexandrinus, and Codex Bezae, 
written parchment, which was 
very expensive. For this reason, punctua- 
tion, divisions between words, 
cent marks are either absent, were 
the case the Codex Vati- 
canus) 

garding the etymology the Hebrew 
remove the vowel markings, the 
similarity between this word and the 
suggestive close connection, especi- 
ally view the strange way the word 
“hornet” used the three places 
where appears the Bible (Exodus 
23:28, Deuteronomy 7:20, Joshua 24: 
12). This amazing usage suggests 
phrase which the original meaning 
had been forgotten long before the de- 
scription leprosy Leviticus and 
14. The Talmudic scholars, however, ex- 
plained the older the two 
words. They wrote, course, time 
when etymology was mostly imagination 
and allegory; did not become science 
until more than thousand years later. 

The repeated expression, “the plague 
leprosy” helpful. The noun used 
for plague, and the verb “naga” 
had double significance which not 
reflected our English translation, The 
words were used designate stroke 
blow inflicted from God. The word used 
the King James translation Isaiah 
53:4, did esteem him stricken, 
smitten God....” the same word 
which used regarding the ten plagues 
Egypt, Exodus 11:1, “Yet will bring 
one plague more upon Pharoah....” This 
significant because everyone who 
described the Old Testament con- 
tracting “leprosy” was made leprous be- 
cause impious act. 

the most skeptical that the word which 
translated leprosy did not apply 
the condition officially called “leprosy” 
the present day, and indeed did not 
define disease entity all. Only one 
the six seven conditions which are 
described can recognized with rea- 
sonable assurance, This exception ap- 
plies the description leprosy the 
scalp with the presence yellow hairs 
(Leviticus The identity with 
ringworm the scalp (favus) fairly 
plausible. Modern “leprosy” 
unlikely involve the scalp. 

The repeated instruction doubtful 
cases observe the patient for seven 
days, and then pronounce the condition 
leprosy had extended, indicates 
rapidity spread which the opposite 
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the behavior modern “leprosy.” 
The absence any reference loss 
sensation the skin, wasting the 
omission the most specific gross mani- 
festations untreated patients, The re- 
curring expression, “leprous snow” 
does not accord with the usual manifes- 
tation the white race. Typically there 
increased pigmentation, and 
loss pigment except following ulcera- 
tive lesions. The phrase “leprous 
snow” would highly appropriate for 
psoriasis, and equally inappropriate for 
the disease which present called 
“leprosy.” The “leprosy garments” 
and “leprosy houses” can apply 
incrustations produced molds and 
fungi, but never what now call 
“leprosy.” 

The Jewish scholars who translated 
the Old Testament into Greek (the Sep- 
tuagint 200—100 B.C.) were confronted 
here, numerous other passages, 
with the problem translating words 
from the Hebrew ritualistic law which 
had Greek equivalent. The choice 
the word “lepra”, which was vaguely ap- 
plied scaly skin eruptions, was appar- 
ently intentional order avoid con- 
fusion with any well-recognized entity. 
otherwise difficult explain why 
(meaning scaly condition) 
should have been chosen when scaling 
one feature absent from the descrip- 
tions the Bible, with the single ex- 
ception mentioned ringworm the 
(The Hebrew word used for 
“white”, resembles the Greek 
word for white scaling eruption, 
especially confine our at- 
tention the Greek and Hebrew bicon- 
sonant roots. But that this may have 
suggested false etymologic relationship 
the translators the Septuagint seems 
preposterous.) 

The writers the New Testament 
followed the example the Septua- 
gint. One passage the New Testament 
supreme importance indicating 
that the word was regarded strictly 
part the ritualistic law, This the 
passage Luke which relates the cleans- 
ing the ten lepers. every other in- 
stance the New Testament, the verb 
used with diseases and with 
leprosy “cleanse,” the case one 
the ten lepers, however, the verb “to 
heal” used (Luke 17:15). This one 
man was Samaritan. Therefore, 
could, nature, never “cleansed” 
the technical sense the Jewish rit- 
ual. 

The exception speaking the Sa- 
maritan paralleled the case Naa- 
man (II Kings Naaman was Syri- 
an, hence need not surprised that 
his condition did not bar him from be- 
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ing commander the Syrian Army 
instead outcast. The restrictions 
the ritualistic law did not apply 
him. According the Jewish Encyclo- 
pedia, the writers the Talmud like- 
wise held that the law did not apply 
person who was not Jewish. 

The translation Luke 17:15 into 
the Latin Vulgate St. Jerome (400 
A.D.) has been the object unjust 
criticism which even Protestant like 
myself must point out. The Latin which 
commonly taught school that 
the “Golden Caesar and Cicero, 
however, are approximately distant 
time from St. Jerome Chaucer from 
Churchill! The Latin word Luke 17: 
15, which translated “heal” (King 
James Version) “cure” (Knox Ver- 
the passive the verb “mun- 
do” the Vulgate. The ordinary Latin 
dictionary defines this verb meaning 
“cleanse”, which indeed was the word 
used translating Luke 17:15 both 
the Protestant versions before 1611, and 
also the Catholic Douai version 
(1609) 

Latin, however, language which 
verbs tended few and generic. The 
nouns were depended upon for vivid 
and specific meanings. The quotations 
which have been able discover 
the Latin the time St, Jerome in- 
dicate that the verb “mundo” had 
much broader meaning than “cleanse.” 
The English verb “clear” “clear up” 
excellently represents this broad mean- 
ing. speak rubbish being 
“clearing up”, meaning being 
“made clear.” Similarly, Jerome could 
with accuracy use the familiar “mundo” 
with “lepra” (Luke 17:15) order 
avoid excessive emphasis technical 
distinction which had become nearly ob- 
solete his time, could with equal 
accuracy depart from his ordinary usage 
and employ “curo” with em- 
phasize exception Naaman, who 
was general from hostile and idola- 
trous country (Note Kings 5:1-7). 

Regarding the confusion between 
and can speak 
with personal experience only the 
vigorous and colorful Greek text 
Paulus Aegineta. This seems 
complete jumble. definitely in- 
cludes psoriasis, dry eczema, dry ring- 
worm, probably even dandruff. “Ele- 
phantiasis” evidently confused mycosis 
fungoides, lupus vulgaris, pemphigus 
vegetans, blastomycosis the skin, and 
apparently even von Rechlinghausen’s 
disease, and syringomyelia, The first 
group chronic, scaling and 
harmless; the second group (“elephan- 
chronic, non-scaling, and 
destructive. 


During the Middle Ages, according 
the Catholic Encyclopedia, persons pro- 
nounced suffering from “leprosy” 
had the funeral rites the 
formed for them. Their property was 
usually confiscated, and they were ex- 
cluded from inhabited towns. The Cath- 
olic Encyclopedia further quotes Mat- 
thew Paris stating that there were 
19,000 leprosaria western Europe 
the century. adds, however, that 
large number conditions were 
doubtless diagnosed “leprosy” with- 
out being what would called “lep- 
rosy” the present day. Between about 
400 A.D. and 1400 A.D. there are al- 
most thousand years with very few de- 
scriptive records any value that 
have been able discover, the Ox- 
ford Medicine, (V, Chapter 27-C), 
Hudson has reviewed the medieval 
sources, with the conclusion that what 
was called “leprosy” was largely syphilis 
(as yet unrecognized separate dis- 
ease) 

considerable importance that 
the diagnosis “leprosy” almost com- 
pletely disappeared from western Eu- 
rope with the great “epidemic syph- 
ilis” that began about 1493. The 
edition the Encyclopaedia Britannica 
(1911, Volume XVI, page 480) makes 
the naive statement: “During the 15th 
Century the disease (‘leprosy’) under- 
went remarkable diminution. prac- 
tically disappeared the civilized parts 
Europe, and the leper houses were 
given up. singular fact that this 
diminution was coincident with the 
great extension syphilis,” 

view the difficulty diagnos- 
ing skin eruptions even the present 
day, have scant justification for as- 
serting that there was change the 
frequency disease the Middle 
Ages simply because there was change 
the frequency The de- 
scriptions syphilis (1493—1530) are 
numerous and detailed. They suggest 
yaws, else the destructive type sec- 
ondary syphilis, any case, “syphilis” 
afforded convenient way explaining 
any skin eruption without making the 
patient outcast. the patient was 
the nobility man wealth, the 
change nomenclature “syphilis” 
must have been profitable the physi- 
cian well! This may explain part 
the belief that syphilis affected mostly 
persons high rank, belief that made 
“the noble disease” one the legion 
synonyms for syphilis, and that explains 
why the poem which gave syphilis its 
present name could piously dedicated 
Cardinal the Church. 

has been stated that the frequency 
the diagnosis syphilis the courts 
various kings was responsible for the 


used cover the skin lesions syphilis, 
and later (cut into artistic shapes) was 
used “beauty marks”, and finally be- 
came adhesive bandage still used 
some parts our own country. 
present, however, unable find the 
original source this interesting story. 

The statement that the epidemic 
“the Black Death” (plague) extermi- 
nated almost all patients with “leprosy” 
Europe during the Middle Ages can- 
not apply what now termed “lep- 
rosy”: the two diseases the present 
time have their greatest frequency the 
same places, especially China, India, 
and Africa. One might more logically 
argue that they are not competitors but 
rather conspirators! 

Europe, the use the word “lep- 
rosy” lingered several scattered areas. 
apparently was applied one sev- 
eral ailments, each found narrowly 
limited area. One these peculiar local- 
ized diseases was observed Iceland 
and few places the Scandinavian 
peninsula, There was first adequately 
described Danielssen and Boeck 
1848, and specifically defined the 
publication 1874 Hansen’s micro- 
scopic studies. Only since that time has 
the word had its present official mean- 
ing. 

The condition which conveniently 
referred Hansen’s Disease (in order 
avoid confusion with the Biblical 
terminology) has remarkable distri- 
bution. estimated affect total 
five million people, most whom in- 
habit the tropical zone. The mystery 
its transmission evident when one 
considers the fact that the microscopic 
rod ,which resembles the 
cillus and which characteristic the 
disease, will not grow culture media 
infect laboratory animals. more 
than one hundred attempts has failed 
infect human volunteers. 
cian nurse the Carville Hospital 
has contracted the disease since the in- 
stitution was founded 1894. Finally, 
though about one hundred and seventy- 
persons with the ailment came 
Michigan, Wisconsin, and 
Minnesota during the latter part the 
19th century, the disease died out 
those states despite the most intimate 
contact early childhood. The very 
limited distribution Hansen’s Disease 
the extreme tip Florida, small 
area Louisiana, and small area 
Texas difficult explain. Why 
tropical disease should found 
few small areas the extreme north 
Europe still more puzzling. 
least plausible theory that the organ- 
ism must pass part its life cycle 


some insect other host between one 
human infection and another. The dis- 
ease has never been proved con- 
the acid-fast microscop- 
rods have never been proved 
living organisms! 

attempt explain the etiology 
Disease, however, not the 
purpose the present study, 1941 
Dr. Faget and Dr. Johansen Carville 
first observed the dramatic effect 
promin upon the ailment, 
that date chemical derivatives prom- 
have been synthesized which are even 
more effective, less toxic, and easier 
administer, Only since that date have 
had specific and reliable treatment. 
The central problem today not the 
discovery more effective medica- 
tion. Rather the problem today the 
removal barricade between patient 
and treatment created disastrous 
nomenclature. 


The incorrect use the Biblical word 
“leprosy” creates curtain terror, 
Such the tragedy the disease that 
now bears this name. The texts 
leave reasonable doubt that the He- 
brew “zaraath”, the Greek and 
modern “leprosy” have three’ entirely 
unrelated meanings. The naming 
disease ordinarily thought void 
human interest except 
academic disputes. For five million 
the sons men with this ailment, how- 


Exodus 4:6 
Leviticus 


Leviticus 21:16 


ever, the verse good name better 
than precious has immedi- 
ate terrible truth! 
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APPENDIX (A): LEPROSY 
THE BIBLE 


Though the words “lepers”, 
“leprous” are found sixty- 
eight times the King James Bible, 
they occur relatively small number 
passages. The words used the He- 
brew the Old Testament are always 
related form, and the 
New Testament “lepra” related 
form. 


Moses receives power make his hand leprous and restore 
Detailed ritualistic law regarding the leprosy persons, gar- 
ments, and houses. 


Leprosy listed among the blemishes that would bar descendant 


22:9 Aaron from serving priest. 


Numbers 5:2 
Numbers 12:10 
Deuteronomy 24:8 
Samuel 

Kings 


Kings 7:3-16 

ture. 
Kings 15:1-7 
Chronicles 


Lepers listed among those excluded from the camp, 

Miriam made leprous for seven days for speaking against Moses. 
Warning remember the punishment Miriam. 

David’s curse Joab for murder. 

Elisha Naaman’s leprosy, but Gehzai cursed with lep- 
rosy for his avarice. 


Four lepers excluded from camp during seige, and their adven- 


King Azariah made leprous for impiety. 
King Uzziah made leprous for impiety. fuller account the 


same story given Kings 15:1-7). 


Matthew 8:2-3 
Mark 1:40-4- 
Luke 5:12-13 
Matthew 11:5 
Luke 7:22 
Matthew 26:6 
Mark 14:3 
Matthew 10:8 
Luke 4:27 


Luke 17:12-19 Ten lepers cleansed. 


Jesus cleanses leper. 


Cleansing told the disciples John. 
“The house Simon the mentioned. 


The disciples told heal the sick and cleanse the lepers. 
The story Naaman mentioned. 


interesting note that the word never used the Prophets Psalms, 


nor the Acts Epistles, 


*Ecclesiastes 7:1 
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APPENDIX (B): REFERENCES 


LEPRA THE HIPPOCRATIC 


WRITINGS 


More than books have been attrib- 
uted Hippocrates. The variety 
dialects, dates, styles, and opinions, how- 
ever, makes evident that this library 
includes many independent authors, 
impossible prove that Hippocrates 
wrote any the books the collection, 
even that the shadowy “Father 
Medicine” ever existed. 


The Encyclopaedia Britannica, 
(1947) Volume XI, Page 583 refers 
the story that Hippocrates was de- 
scended from Asclepios, and makes the 
amazing remark: “Since Asclepios 
historical figure—being mentioned 
The same evidence would 
make Zeus, Poseidon, Apollo and Aph- 
rodite “historical are also 
mentioned the 


Greek mythology relates that Ascle- 
was son Apollo and inherited 
his father’s miraculous powers heal- 
ing. The myth which describes the act 
that caused Asclepios elevated 
Olympian god worthy comment. 
The horses Hippolytus were terrified 
the god Poseidon, and Hippolytus 
was trampled death. 
stored him life, result, Zeus 
(after some factional strife Mount 
Olympus) made Asclepios god, The 
manner death Hippolytus and his 
restoration life Asclepios make the 
Greek name “Hippocrates” very signif- 
icant. regarded de- 
scended from Asclepios and 
ing the healing art his divine ances- 
tor, might appropriately receive 
title, because the Greek word “Hippoc- 
rates” means “master, ruler, conquer- 
horses..” 


This suggests that the word “Hippo- 
crates” was originally metaphor ap- 
plied the physician who had excep- 
tional power healing, and that this 
figure speech was later mistaken for 
personal name. suggestion imposes 
some strain upon human credulity, but 
hardly preposterous the quota- 
tion which have given from the ency- 
clopedia! 

There are two books the collection 
attributed “Hippocrates” which con- 
tain the word “lepra.” The word used 
two passages the book Nutri- 
ment which has oracular style and of- 
ten becomes entirely meaningless, More 
important the Prorrhetic which 
now generally regarded very early 
source used several the later writ- 


ings. 
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translate the Greek the Loeb 
Classical text, Harvard University Press, 
1929, quoting from sections XVII 
and the Nutriment. have de- 
parted from W.H.S. Jones translat- 
ing several medical words. The Cam- 
bridge scholar knows Greek, but under- 
standably lapses times from modern 
English These 
paragraphs show the book Nutri- 
ment its worst: “No subject—no pred- 
icate—and meaning.” 


accord with na- 
ture, the bowels, urine, sweat, sput- 
um, mucus, menses; through hemorr- 
hoid, wart, ‘lepra’, tumor, carcinoma; 
from nostrils, lungs, bowels, perineum, 
penis; accord with nature con- 
trary nature. The peculiar differences 
these things depend differences 
the individual the time and the 


“Ulceration, eschar, blood, pus, 
lymph, ‘lepra’, scurf, dandruff, lichen, 
leukoderma, freckles, sometimes harm, 
sometimes help, sometimes neither harm 
help.” 

The Prorrhetic last paragraph, 
translate from the Greek text Littre, 
with one important emendation which 
will explained shortly. The Greek 
ambiguous several places, and twelve 
readings which are listed 
Littre add this ambiguity. have at- 
tempted reproduce the identical am- 
biguity translating. clear and har- 
monious sentence structure would seri- 
ously misrepresent the chaotic state 
the Greek texts!) 


“Lichen, ‘lepra’, 
When these conditions begin 
hood infancy, after beginning very 
small, enlarge little little for long 
time, necessary think such 
eruption not discharge but dis- 
ease. Yet these are discharge when the 
eruptions arise abruptly and widespread. 
Leukoderma develops among the most 
fatal conditions like the disease called 
consumption. But ‘lepra’ and lichen 
rise from black They are more 
easily cured, the younger the patient, 
the earlier the stage the ailment, and 
when they appear the soft and fleshy 
parts the body.” 


have departed from the Greek 
Littre restoring the phrase “the dis- 
“Consump- 
tion” appears the most ancient manu- 
scripts and frequently used the 
Hippocratic writings. The expression, 
“the disease called does 
not occur elsewhere the Hippocratic 
writings, and would any case im- 
possible understand. Littre rejected 
the oldest texts out his veneration for 
comment attributed Galen. 


ABOUT DR. F.C. LENDRUM 


January, the Modern Hos- 
pital carried Dr, Lendrum’s article 
“That Tragic Name Leprosy.” The 
article impressed that requested 
and secured permission reprint it. 
This new article, Name 
which are here reprinting 
scholarly document worthy even 
wider circulation and serious thought. 

Dr. Lendrum says became inter- 
ested Hansen’s disease largely because 
started out become clergyman 
and later went into medicine. While 
was doing postgraduate work Mayo 
Clinic, observed that physicians were 
able discuss freely and frankly with 
such conditions cancer, tu- 
berculosis, and syphilis,, but “leprosy” 
was one word they were all reluctant 
utter. The terror the name felt, 
was out proportion the disease 
was known medically. decided 
then write article the history 
the word “leprosy.” Somehow never 
found time prepare it. 

number years later when talking 
discharged patient from this hos- 
pital, learned the difficulties ex- 
perienced securing employment 
the nature the former ill- 
ness became known. The personal his- 
tory related him served illustrate 
that applying the misnomer “leprosy” 
the illness characterized the Han- 
sen bacillus creates wall between the 
with and the public and 
between patient and medical 
treatment, Dr. Lendrum says, “It was 
then for the first time that grasped the 
significance the name ‘leprosy’ and 
realized that use the term Hansen’s 
disease was demanded not only the 
interest scientific accuracy but the 
need many thousands patients.” 

—Ed, 
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AUXILIARY’S FIRST LADY VISITS 


Mrs. Rae Ashton, Vernal, Utah, Na- 
tional President the American Legion 
Auxiliary, not entirely stranger 
Carvillians she visited here 
three years The official visit this 
charming first lady the Auxiliary, 
March 12, was anticipated all who 
had met her before and others awaited 
this opportunity become acquainted. 

Mrs. Ashton had just returned from 
trip Puerto Rico, Panama, and Cuba. 
She said, “Sometimes traveling much, 
being away from home over such long 
periods time, makes one wonder 
bit and feel little homesick. Then 
make visit like this one today meeting 
and making new ones and 
feeling the warmth your friendship 
realize that all the traveling worth- 
while.” 

That gleam know secret” 
the eyes Mrs. James Angell, Harahan, 
Louisiana Department President; Miss 
Mae Bertheaud, New Orleans, national 
executive committeewoman; and Mrs. 
Edward Wright, New Orleans, first dis- 
trict president the auxiliary, should 
have given inkling that another 
magic wand was being waved over our 
heads. However, when Mrs. Ashton en- 
thusiastically told that the National 
American Legion Auxiliary 
tracted for delivery large 21” screen 
television for our Club Lounge, were 

The television set now the Lounge 
was the gift the Department Pana- 
ma, American Legion Auxiliary, This 
17” screen set placed en- 
closed porch the infirmary for the en- 
joyment that group patients. Since 
the arrival the first set, early 
1951, our Lounge has become increasing- 
popular and now with larger set the 
viewing will more pleasant than ever 
and will mean great deal infir- 
mary patients able also enjoy 
programs. 

Mrs, Ashton, and her party Louisi- 
ana auxiliary officers were entertained 
Dr. and Mrs, F.A. Johansen the 
station. They later met with members 
the Spann Post and Unit 188 
the Club Lounge. The National Presi- 
dent was presented with 
home grown orchid Kitty Boud- 
reaux, president 188. tour 
our hospital was conducted mem- 
bers the Unit and T.H. Rickman, Jr., 
Director Community Activities. 
planned use pictures Mrs. Ashton’s 
visit our next issue THE STAR. 


HOSPITAL RECEIVE PONTIAC 
FROM AUXILIARY 


visit from two national officers 
the American Legion Auxiliary within 
the span one week’s time unusual. 


Nonetheless, Wednesday, March 18, 
are expecting Mrs. Elizabeth Bur- 
dette, Brooklyn, New York, national re- 
habilitation chairman the American 
Legion Auxiliary, Mrs, 
represent the Auxiliary the Depart- 
ment New York and their name 
present Pontiac station wagon the 
government chauffeur and will used 
take patients authorized vacation 
trips their home, 

Mrs. Campbell, Homer, La., im- 
mediate past national president the 
auxiliary, wrote recently that she would 
accompany Mrs. Burdette her Car- 
ville Earlier this year Camp- 
bell presented our B.L. Spann Post 188 
with new Buick station wagon the 
name the national organization. 


RECREATIONAL GROUP HERE 


Carville and the local recreational 
men, Tom Rickman and Bob Michael, 
were hosts March and the semi- 
annual meeting the Louisiana Re- 
creation Association, which the two 
localities are members. About twenty 
people attended the meeting, including 
the organization’s president, Jim 
better, New Iberia, and representa- 
tives from the recreational department 
Shreveport, Monroe, Baton Rouge, 
and Lake Charles, 

One phase these meetings dis- 
cuss the recreational problems which 
are peculiar the community where 
the group meeting and examine 
the facilities this end the mem- 
bers heard talks Dr. F.A. Johansen 
the history our community, Dr. 
Rollo Wolcott the medical aspects 
the illness, and Mr. Rickman 
the community activities. 
group toured the town and later played 
golf with some the patients. 

Benny Turcan, the State softball com- 
missioner, and Bill Wells, director 
the State park department, were also 
hand help with the organizing 
the State softball tournament, which 
will held Shreveport this year. The 
ground work for new program 
inter-city competition was also laid and 
the first activity this plan will 
State-wide Yo-Yo competition, with 
$800 college scholarship the first 


THE SHEPHERD’S CALL 
J.F. Brandon 
This attractive page booklet 
original poems and scripture studies 
the work former missionary 


South America, now patient this 
hospital. 

Copies may purchased each. 
Write J.F. Brandon, Carville, La. for 
your own copy. 


DR. JOHANSEN ATTENDS MEETING 


Dr. F.A. Johansen, Medical Officer 
Charge this hosptal, attended the 
meeting the Leonard Wood 
Washington, D.C., Feb- 
ruary After the meeting the members 
the Memorial Board had lunch 
the Army and Navy Club. 

Dr. Johansen also visited the Public 
Health Service Headquarters while 
Washington. 


PHS VISITORS 


Miss Elsie Burdan, Chief, Nursing 
Branch, Division Hospitals, the 
U.S, Public Health Service visited Car- 
ville February 17. This was Miss 
Burdan’s second visit here but her first 
official call. She said she was impressed 
with the physical facilities here and 
pleased with the training program for 
Public Health Service nurses which has 
been going here for several years. 
Under this program two nurses the 
Service are sent here every four months 
for period training Hansen’s dis- 
ease care and treatment. 
who have taken the training are very 
enthusiastic about the program, 
ing Miss Burdan. 

Miss Eleanor Loomis, Chief, Physi- 
cal Medicine and Rehabilitation 
Branch, the Public Health 
was Carville February check- 
ing into our program physical medi- 
cine. regret not seeing Miss Loomis 
this visit but understand she was 
quite busy during her brief time here. 


LAWRENCE JUDD MADE GOVERNOR 
AMERICAN SAMOA 


Word has reached that Lawrence 
Judd, former Governor Hawaii, 
has been appointed Governor Ameri- 
can Samoa, Mr. Judd has long stand- 
ing interest the welfare and rehabil- 
itation Hansen’s disease patients 
Hawaii, having served superintend- 
This interest should helpful with the 
new program American Samoa 
(STAR-Jan. According to: Mr. 
Judd’s letter us, and Mrs. Judd 
will leave for Pago Pago 
March. 


SISTER CATHERINE CALLS 


was good see Sister Catherine 
Sullivan, Merillac Seminary, 
dy, Mo., only for few moments, 
early March. Sister Catherine, who 
served nurse here for years, 
now Visitatrix the Western Province, 
Daughters Charity St. Vincent 
Paul, 


* * * 
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Visitors from Mission Field 


Miss Marie Crosby, seated THE 
linotype gets the feel the keys 
while Miss Vivian Grant, her neighbor 
from Portuguese West Africa looks on. 
The two missionaries are among 
many visitors who come Carville an- 
nually while home furlough from 
their stations over the world, Both Miss 
Grant and Miss Crosby while expressing 
their complete contentment with their 
stations Africa said that they were 
make change they would rather 
work Carville than anywhere else, 

Miss Marie Crosby, who was born 
Nova Scotia, represents the United 
Church Canada and sta- 
tioned Dondi, Angola, Portuguese 
Africa, for years. When asked 
what her position was the hospital, 
she answered that she were have 
formal title would social worker. 
her time spent the teach- 
ing and organizing crafts, which have 
encompassed weaving, shoe making, pot- 
tery, rope and basket making. All the 
patients work who are able to. Their 
labor payment for their stay 
the hospital, but they receive wages 
for their afternoon work. This money 
credited them banking system 
that has been set and ‘is used 
rule pay for articles purchased when 
someone goes into town. 


Dondi station has general hospital 
and about sixty people with receive 
treatment there. The land that area 
very poor but some farming 
The major part the diet corn meal 
mush. Very little meat available. 

Since 1948, Miss Vivian Grant has 


Boma, Angola, 350 miles away 


from Miss station. was 
coincidence that they arrived Carville 
the same time. Miss Grant was born 
Detroit, Michigan, but lived most 
her life London, Ontario. She 
graduate the University Western 
Ontario and took her nurse’s training 
the Victoria Hospital School Nurs- 
ing London. 
She went Africa under the auspices 
the Plymouth Brethren. The com- 
munity which she works made 
three camps and built around 
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hospital which supplies treatment 
some 500 patients. The patients are 
receiving Diasone their medication. 
well the hospital, the community 
has printing press, day school, and 
boarding school for boys and 
They print many their own books 
end these must printed two lan- 
Unlike the people Dondi, 
these Boma are meat-eaters, antelope 
the major portion this. 
* * 

Dr, Morse, who was born 
India missionary parents, came 
the U.S.A. for formal education and 
then returned the country her 
birth provide the additional medical 
which much needed there. Re- 
ceiving her bachelor’s degree from Syra- 
cuse University, she acquired her 
training medicine Woman’s Medi- 
cal Philadelphia, and specialized 
pediatrics the University Penn- 
sylvania. 

She now member the staff 
the American Baptist Mission Hospital 
Nellore District, South India, This 
hospital was established nearly sixty 
years ago the women that organ- 
ization and serves area with radius 
cluded male doctors from treating wom- 
and this was one the primary 
reasons for the founding this woman’s 
hospital with feminine staff. Now 
they also treat few men, especially 
they are related the women patients. 

With her was Dr. Marion Criswell, 
who had been stationed China for 
many years but now closed out the 
bamboo curtain. Dr. Criswell associ- 
ated with the same mission and when 
she gets her new assignment Nel- 
lore she will make the third Dr. Marion 
community six American women. 

Born Kansas, Dr, Criswell’s home 
now Independence, Mo. She 
graduate Denison University, Gran- 
ville, Ohio, and Woman’s Medical. Dr, 
Criswell said that she found courage 
and healthfulness Carville and was 
very grateful for her visit here, 


Dr. Paul Brand, Professor Or- 
thopedics the Vellore Christian Med- 
ical. College, India, spent two days 
Carville early this month and during 
this visit showed movies the surgery 
has performed the hands 
patients and the post-operative exer- 
cises and training, through which 
helping restore their hands 

fulness. telling his work, Dr. Brand 
has said, well remember the first 
man whom tried treat this way. 


send man whose hands could 
not worse whatever happened 
them, was Hindu lad twenty- 
four, and his condition was far ad- 
vanced that could not use his hands 
for anything, not even raise his food 
his When was asked 
submit cperation made ges- 
ture much say, “Take hands; 
you can what you like.’ remember 
that man little later on. When were 
able train him typist, some- 
thing else happened him which 
think more exciting than the sight 
his hands being restored activity. 
That was the turning into life his 
mind; the coming for the first time 
smile into his face, the beginning 
dignified bearing his body, ability 
joke and smile with people who came 
his bed. Following his hands, his 
mind and body began wake 
new hope.” 


Hope, sincerity, and inspiration are 
intangibles, but with these that Dr. 
Brand leaves his mark. His medical mir- 
acles have given hope the patient, 
his sincerity has earned their confi- 
dence, and his inspirational quality 
seen the reaction many our own 
staff his talk. The patient has not 
been left with just hope, either, The 
success the surgery and exercise only 
served highlight another problem. 
The value having able, useful hands 
again was minimized the fact that 
the patients could not find employment 
where they could put their hands 
work, Showing the sincerity his in- 
terest the patient human being 
Dr. Brand observed this point, “Be- 
cause had only concentrated our 
science one piece their body 
had done them good, The challenge 
came us; they must have something 
which would enable them men, 
something which would give them 
whole, dignified life.” 

remedy this limitation upon the 
hope the patient, Dr. Brand and his 
colleagues started center South In- 
dia which trained the patients vo- 
cation, and then they set about and 
succeeded re-establishing the patient 
worker his home community. 
Dr. Brand now directing campaign 
the New Life Rehabilitation Center 
Vellore, designed prevent deform- 
ities the hands children with 
through treatment and exercises, this 
says, “Since young children rarely 
have much paralysis, seems much 
more sensible prevent the develop- 
ment deformities than reconstruct 
hands already damaged the disease.” 
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ISOLATION FUTILE AND DAN- 
GEROUS SAYS 


age-old dread Han- 
sen’s disease itself helping spread 
the disease, although ‘infinitely less 
contagious This 
was the lead chosen the Associated 
Press publicizing report com- 
mittee experts from the World 
Health Organization’s panel Han- 
sen’s disease. The report followed re- 
cent meeting the committee Rio 
Janeiro and Sao Paulo and said that 
present knowledge makes clear that 
treating patients with outcasts 
who must interned Hanseneria 
inhumane and useless. The result, the 
report continued, that the fear in- 
ternment causes people with the illness 
hide the early symptoms and the con- 
sequences this that more diffi- 
cult treat the disease. 

The extreme contagiousness Han- 
sen’s disease “myth” declared the 
report and futile and dangerous 
isolate patients other than those who, 
the advanced stages the disease, pre- 
sent real threat infection. 


The committee experts reported 
favorably the results being obtained 
from treatment with sulfone drugs, ob- 
serving that they bring considerable im- 
provement, not complete cure, after 
one two years treatment, and were 
hopeful that BCG would prove ef- 
fective immunization against HD. The 
expectations for the combined effective- 
ness BCG immunization and treat- 
ment with the sulfones, which can 
given orally, plus the failure the 
system isolation, have 
program, basing their new approach 
the finding the WHO’s committee, 


ISOLATION PATIENTS 
UNJUSTIFIED 


“If the opinions experts (Han- 
sen’s disease) were ever asked for re- 
gard the laws which enforce isolation 
the patients, they would probably 
say, ‘Why all this excitement about 
exceedingly rare and non-contagious dis- 
ease? Why much trouble lock 


few almost harmless (patients with 
HD)? That old-fashioned idea. 


There would far more sense 
locking the hundreds thousands 
persons who now about scattering 
tuberculosis and This was the 
position taken Dr. Walter Alvarez, 
emeritus member, division medicine, 
Mayo Clinic, his syndicated column 
“To Your Health” February 16, 1953. 


Dr. Alvarez was commenting the 
good results being obtained the treat- 
ment with the drug, Isoniazid, 
reported Dr, Fernando Latapi 
Mexico. This report tells the dimin- 
ishing and disappearance nodules 
the skin and the healing lesions, 
Dr, Alvarez gives this information, 
nodules ulcerate, the secretions 
contain bacteria, and the patient could 
source infection others.” Then 
concludes, when all has 
his body are few white 
rounded brown ring almost 
impossible see how could trans- 
mit the disease.” 

The fear with which 
view the illness credited Dr. Alva- 
rez medieval superstitions. says 
the horror “is not justified the facts.” 


Cora Burgess, wife author Perry 
Burgess (Who Walk Alone and Born 
Those Years), has done neat and 
timely job her presentation “The 
Leonard Wood and Hansen’s 
disease,” which appears the Daugh- 
ters the American Revolution Maga- 
zine (Dec, 1952). Mrs. Burgess has the 
experience observation, conversation, 
travel all the far-flung locations 
where hospitals strive thrive, and 
the lustre that emanates from her hus- 
band who knows much about physical 
and mental misery without having ac- 
tually experienced it. 

Calling “the orphan diseases” 
Mrs. Burgess’ article covers lot ter- 
ritory including information about HD, 
what being done about and its his- 
torical background, She begs her read- 
ers not use the odious word, “with 
other disease feel the necessity 
using noun.” The article gives re- 
sume the program the Memorial 
which her husband president and 
for whose Department Public Rela- 
tions she serves director. 

Mrs. Burgess member the Mary 
Stanley Chapter, DAR, Ashtabula, Ohio 
and her article she explains how her 
Chapter using the Share Share plan 
the Memorial help pay off the 
balance the DAR building fund and 
the same time aid the Memorial’s 
research program. 


STAND 


Major Hans Hornbostel, who 1945 
announced the world that 
tended with his wife, Gertude, 
Carville, and live there with her while 
she received treament for Hansen’s dis- 
ease, shares with his wife the leading 
roles article written Frank 
Rasky the February, 1953, issue 
Man’s Magazine. his pronouncement 
1945 Major Hornbostel centered the 
which rested unreasonable fear 
the minds most people because the 
mystery and superstition which had 
been kept shrouded. Now this article 
titled “We Live With (HD)” the man 
who became familiarly known Car- 
ville Major” again recounts the 
story his courtship with his wife, their 
life spiced with numerous scientific and 
artistic pursuits, their internment 
Japanese prison camps, her hospitaliza- 
tion for and their life thereafter. 


There doubt that the Horns- 
bostels, lacking the fear publicity 
which had stagnated the educational at- 
tempts their entrance upon the 
scene, were able make the first big 
crack the the public 
for the fate and future people with 
HD. They pointed out the inconsisten- 
cies between the nation’s beliefs, its laws 
and the facts. was 1949 when the 
Hornbostels left Carville live their 
home New York. was their oppor- 


tunity live the remainder their 
comfort and happiness without 
They had done their part de- 
stroy the myth about the illness which 
them. Fortunately for the patients who 
remain Carville they did not choose 
this easier role. The Major summarizes 
their reasons for not withdrawing from 
the educational campaign the last 
paragraph the magazine article: 
that would letting down our friends 
Carville. We’re continuing try 
educate people speaking Kiwanis 
and church clubs. doing our best 
try get jobs for patients and ex- 
are some them Car- 
are being ostracized all 
potential employers. And until can 
get the states provide clinics in- 
stead medieval segregation laws, 
still have fight enlightenment 
our hands. And intend fight hard 
the death until can convince the 
superstitious give our kind construc- 
tive understanding 


Ebony Magazine March, carries 
article Bill Williams, sport colum- 
nist for the Baton Rouge Morning 
cate, about Richard Williams, Carville’s 
star softball pitcher, during the last two 
seasons. Telling Richard’s record 

(continued page 10) 
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THE STAR staff has lost another 
couple via the discharge road. Charles 
Thomas, and his wife, Betty, have left 
take permanent residence out- 
side the hospital. Late February 
Charles and Betty’s co-workers THE 
STAR gathered the pressroom 
have farewell dinner together, The 
women our group prepared the pic- 
nic style meal, which was spread the 
long tables used assemble issues 
our publication. Our parting gift was 
practical and useful one—a set Club 
Aluminum cookware for their new 
kitchen. 

remember teaching Charles type 
and was through this accomplish- 
ment that was able secure and sat- 
isfactorily hold his job our staff. 
the rate are losing STAR staffers 
could should begin another typing 
class fill the gaps left 


* * * 


the spring young man’s fancy 
turns the enjoyment the great out- 
doors. Just waking up, the trees are put- 
ting out tiny, light green foliage, fruit 
trees have been blaze glory with 
their colorful blooms, and azaleas, cam- 
elias, violets and pansies are brightly 
displaying their varied colors. 

After much inclement weather the 
outdoors seem beckon all us. 
Patients are working their flower and 
vegetable beds, painting their boats, bi- 
cycles and scooters, and repairing fish- 
ing The road the lake well 
trod thoroughfare early the spring 
and who cares catches fish 
not—he’s just answering the call get 
the open spaces once more sans sweat- 
ers, raincoats 

Louisiana lovely the early spring-- 
only didn’t mean the intense sum- 
mer’s heat would soon follow, 


* * * 


Formality befitting royalty 
keynote Mardi Gras this hospital 
Tuesday evening, February 17. Fol- 
lowing the parade unusual, unique, 
and beautiful floats around the walks 
and through the ballroom, royalty be- 
gan the procession the throne. 
said that clothes make the man— but 
wonder—was the white ties and tails 
the men that made them 
and regal was the many practices 
for the grand entrance. The femmes 
the court had the charm and gracious- 
ness ladies waiting the Queen 
England. seemed had been trans- 
ported real palace gaze upon the 
pomp and ceremony court recep- 
tion. This retinue royalty for night 
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was like strange group visiting 


blue bloods, yet know they were the 
same people see daily playing tennis, 
badminton and golf sport clothes. 


Royal Party Mardi Gras 

Irma Griffatta, New Orleans, 
served Captain the Krewe giving 
unstintingly her time and effort 
see that our Mardi Gras was done the 
traditional manner. His royal highness 
the king was Ray Wood, pressman 
THE STAR staff. The queen, Ginger 
Owen, chose silver lame for her gown 
with heavy satin train studded with 
rhinestones. The maids, Joey Guerrero 
pink tulle, Peggy Leon identi- 
cal gown lavender, Helen Fiel 
white sprinkled with brilliants were pic- 
tures loveliness. The dukes were Paul 
Hernandez, Amescua Loza and Bert 
Fred Smith was grand marshall 
and Darryl Broussard was lord high 
mayor. Petite Mary Ruth Broussard, at- 
tired pale pink tulle, served cham- 
pagne the royal party. 

Music for the occasion was Clai- 
borne Williams’ dance band Baton 
Rouge, The evening’s delightful enter- 
tainment was sponsored the Patients’ 
Federation and arranged Donald 
King, entertainment chairman. 


* * * 


Saturday evening, February 28, 
the hospital audience enjoyed 
treat with the appearance and refreshing 
performance Adele Neff, Rockville 
Centre, N.Y., with her one-woman thea- 
tre. Mrs, versatility was well dem- 
onstrated her presentation “Three 
Generations Elizabeth Waynes,” 
the simple process moving from one 
another and change voice 
the audience was very sure that all three 
generation were before them, rather 
than having two empty chairs. Her au- 
dience was held spellbound 
skilled portrayals characters. Humor 
and ripple laughter from the au- 
dience was evident her dramatization 
the New England spinster but dur- 


her rendition “Sister Agnes” not 
sound was heard the theatre for every 
ear was tuned catch each word, 


Adele Neff one her character roles 


Mrs. Neff, author and actress, writes 
her own material, drawing upon real 
life experiences for the plots. The audi- 
ence feels her warm personality and 
friendliness and recognizes her love 
people from all walks life. She closes 
her program with lovely poem her 
own which opens with: 

Walking, walking down the street 

love meet the people meet 

call music sweet 

Just the sound walking feet. 

Mrs. Neff came Carville enter- 
tain her own expense and all 
would enjoy repeat performance from 
this poised, skilled performer. 


* * * 


Jerry Hirsch, New Orleans, Branch 
Manager, American Guild Variety 
Artists, plans bring program en- 
tertainment our theatre Sunday 
afternoon, March 15. Jerry Hirsch ar- 
ranged the top-notch program enjoyed 
thoroughly the occasion THE 
STAR’s community 
Local residents are eagerly anticipating 
outstanding afternoon professional 
entertainment. 


The Jolly Social Club will stage their 
annual benefit fair for handicapped and 
blind patients our ballroom Sun- 
day, April 26. The Pt, Clair Lion’s Club 
has appointed Donald King serve 
Chairman for the Fair. One the major 
projects all Lion’s Clubs assistance 
the blind and this annual benefit 
managed our local Lion’s Club. Ar- 
ticles used for prizes the Fair 
are being solicited and may sent 
Donald King, U.S.P.H.S, Hospital, Car- 
ville, La. 


GLOBAL GLIMPSES 


PARAGUAY 


Three thousand acres fertile farm- 
ing land and hospital buildings near 
Barrio Grande, Paraguay, were formally 
dedicated January before top Para- 
guayan officials and delegation from 
the U.S. The occasion was the opening 
the new community for the treatment 
which being sponsored the 
Mennonite church thanks 
Paraguayan government for its accept- 
ance many Mennonite refugees. The 
Hansenarium, officially called 
the blueprints, will provide its resi- 
dents with opportunities for farming 
and industry and will receive $40,000 
financial aid from the American Mis- 
sion New York 

special interest locally the 
fact that the community’s church will 
identical the Protestant chapel 
our own community. The plans were 
requested Dr. John Schmidt, super- 
visor the new community, and they 
were promptly airmailed him. 


* * * 
HONG KONG 


the island Hsi Ling Chou 
Hong Kong Bay buildings are being 
erected and the community being or- 
ganized care for some 300 pa- 
tients who were previously without ade- 
quate shelter and care Hong Kong. 
This was announced article 
R.A. Syrdal, printed the Lutheran 
Herald February The residents 
the community are being taught 
largely self-sufficient and under the di- 
rection construction engineers are 
building number residences for 
married couples, Two dormitories, one 
for men and the other for women, have 
already been completed have of- 
fice and home for staff including doc- 
tor and nurses. Mr. Syrdal broke the 
ground for the infirmary while visiting 
the island. 

reporting their securing food 
Mr. Syrdal wrote: “They have small 
number fishing boats that they 
have enough fish for all them eat 
and also enough use for supplement- 
ary food for hogs that they expect 
raise and for fertilizer for their gardens. 


They raise many vegetables they 
can supplement their 


* * * 


HAWAII 


little more than two and half 
years ago, Dr. and Mrs, Robert Lee and 
Mrs. Charles Chiswick, members the 
Tan Shan Chapter the China Stamp 
Society flew from Honolulu the Ka- 
laupapa community Hawaii 
meet with fourteen patients and teach 
them the fundamentals 
lecting. The result was the formation 
the Kalaupapa Stamp Club which one 
year later held interesting exhibition 
the collections for the other residents 
the community and the year after 
that sent their stamps Honolulu for 
exhibition the Hawaiian Philatelic 
Society. 

collection mint blocks Hawaii 
with excellent write-up won praise 
for their owner, Soichi, Honolulu 
newspaper the Advertiser and the Ruth 
Lee trophy. The activity this club 
over such long span has established 
stamp collecting desirable occupa-- 
tional therapy endeavor. 


* 


FOR YOUR 
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our Teller’s Window. 


Let know any way can 
serve you any time 
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Your school, library, doctor, nurse, 
will apprecite reading THE STAR and 
learning about Hansen’s disease. 


Won't you help subscribing for 


them. 


Reviewing Stand 


the league, Bill Williams wrote: 
Williams won games and lost only 
four Carville took the championship 
1951. Last year Carville finished sec- 
ond the league Williams struck out 
and walked only during 
season. Winning six games 
ing two, Williams had earned run 
average just 0.87 for innings 
hurling.” 

Bill Williams has, through his daily 
column Sportsfolio, 
Hansen’s disease peculiar among ill- 
nesses that permits most Carville 
patients live completely active lives 
and compete better than equal terms 
with people who are presumably well. 
establishing this idea has often 
reiterated the point that the peculiar 
ideas some people have about the ill- 
ness and the hospital stem from their 
indoctrination with the superstitions as- 
sociated with the inaccurate name which 
has been erroneously applied HD. 
guard against his magazine article being 
source for the further perpetuation 
the injustice, had understood that 
not one word his article could 
changed. 

difficult see how magazine 
which presumably devoted the ad- 
vancement the principle equality 
include negroes and which has of- 
ten seen that race hurt opprobriums 
should its turn use word which 
was objectionable others, Yet there 
was the odious word the title and 
wonder just what effect this may have 
the future life the hero the ar- 
ticle, Richard Williams, who now dis- 
charged and attempting re-establish 
himself his home town. 


* * * 


BATON ROUGE 
Shop 
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LOUIS CARVILLE, INC. 
General Merchants 
Fancy Groceries, 

Dry Goods, Hardware 
Convenient Courteous Service 
Carville, Louisiana 
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STAR Book Shelf 


YANKEE PRIEST (Doubleday Co. 
$3.50) -by Father Edward Murphy, 
who has written several best sellers, 
autobiographical cruise through 
interesting waters contrasting from 
great depth clear shallows where the 
fancy pants?” Yankee Priest recom- 
mended reading people all faiths, 
pecple with without the buoyance 
religious belief. It’s colorful; it’s 
characteristically Irish wit and humor 
high polish; it’s cloudburst 
commentary that refreshes the soul 
making clean and sweet smelling. It’s 
the long arm co-incidence action. 
It’s wholesome. 

Father Murphy, New Orleans, 
highly respected and dearly beloved 
outstanding educator Xavier Uni- 
versity. was him that Betty Martin 
took her manuscript Miracle Car- 
ville, ask his advice publication 
effort. His response and his continued 
effort help her help herself paid 
remarkable dividends. When visits 
‘the United States Public Health Service 
Hospital Carville enthusiasti- 
cally welcomed the entire personnel. 
This writer readable books racon- 
teur extraordinary whether relating as- 
piration, bewilderment cacophony. 
His fund stories string irides- 
cent beads that catch and reflect won- 
drous hues views and news. 

From Salem, Mass., where witchcraft 
once flourished New Orleans where 
witchery thrives, Yankee Priest excit- 
ing first night; thrilling photo 
finish race;beautiful Bellingrath Gar- 


1953 


cast Spain. 


dens; calm Lake Placid; refreshing 
the sound and smell rain after long 
drouth; friendly nesting birds; 
magnificent moonrise over the moun- 
tains. all things all readers and 
should considered must for the 
bookshelf. 


Anyone reading Yankee Priest bound 
admit that the man who said: “The 
only way the world multiply hap- 
piness divide it,” was and em- 
inently correct. 

Mom Miller 


THE EDUCATIONAL FRONT 


Leone Lightner, who her role 
newspaper woman, has been doing her 
bit educate the people Kansas 
convention the Kansas Press Women, 
meeting Wichita. One the points 
which she stressed during her talk was 
the erroneous use the term “leprosy” 
which had appeared the newspaper 
article, announcing her talk, Many 
the reporters expressed their regrets 
the appearance the improper 
term the newspaper the organiza- 
tion’s new president, Marie MacDonald, 
Mrs. Lightner, STAR 
the incident said: are bunch 
Kansan newspaper women who know 
what say and what not to.” 


The American Legion Auxiliary 
Minn. has shown group 
colored slides Carville its mem- 


LOUISIANA’S TRON LACE CARVILLE 


When comes artistic photography feel that this 
picture, taken Sister Hillary Ross our laboratory, 
ranks high. The ornamental iron work used widely 
the early dzys Louisiana’s history reflects the Spanish in- 
fluence. are told that while the specimens those long 
days were designed New Orleans they were actually 


The interesting part about this particular “iron lace” 
that have pictured that was not installed 
Civil War days but just over decade ago. When our hospi- 
tal went through its transformation new buildings the 
40’s all them were designed blend harmoniously with 
the architecture the original plantation mansion, now 
used the Administration office the hospital. The “iron 
lace” casting such delicate design shadows this picture 
veranda the nurses’ residence here, 


bers supper meeting. These slides 
our community are part our photog- 
rapher J.P. Harris’ personai efforts to- 
wards educated public opinion 
the illness. 


* * * 


few months ago Mrs. L.E. Fitz- 
gerald and her husband visited Carville 
and were much impressed with the com- 
munity and the results being obtained 
with the sulfone drugs. Her enthusiam 
for what she has seen and knows 
true evidently being transmitted 
the people with whom she comes con- 
tact for February she wrote us: 
gave club program yesterday using 
subject “Hansen’s disease” trying 
bit along educational lines. passed, 
for reading and further circulation cop- 
ies THE STAR that had been given 
the guide when were there,” 


Julian Gromer Elgin, noted 
photographer, world traveler 
turer, spoke before the Explorer’s Clubs 
Joplin and Carthage, suc- 
ceeding nights late January showing 
colored movies that had filmed the 
Garkia community Nigeria, West 
Africa. The film titled “African Life” 
includes part the story Mai Sule, 
African prince, who spent years 
patient Garkia, and chose re- 
main there when cured. “The beautiful 
photography combined with fine pres- 
entation showmanship and 
kling sense humor made for most 
enjoyable evening,” was reported. 


Perhaps the not too distant future 
the people our country will become 
with the term 
disease that can abolish altogether 
the term “leprosy.” quite edified 
whenever give lectures school chil- 
dren, and ask anyone knows what 
Hansen’s disease get favorable 
response. 

Howard Crouch, Director 
Society for Aid for Leprosy Patients 
New Brunswick, 


* * * 


Dr. Frederick paper, 
tocsin calling public attention the 
abysmal between the book 
ticus and the State Louisiana, 1953. 
build towering structure true name. 

For years the understanding people 
have said, “Only through educational 
programs can the public set free 
from superstition and against 
illness, that for want better 
was called 

Now the time write new and 
true name tag universally used. 
For several years some hospitals have 
been using the correct terminology, the 
modern nomenclature for antiquated 
title, for illness which Dr. Lendrum 
painstakingly points out couldn’t pos- 
sibly apply ailment, which has 
only been defined during the lifetime 
many physicians still vigorously 
work. 

That illness term Hansen’s disease, 
and hope that you will 
With everyone clamoring for what’s 
new everything shouldn’t strain the 
imagination too much accept cor- 
rection for misnomer which like 
“wrong number” can most annoying. 

very hard uproot, not unlike the 
weeds and Johnson grass that take over 
you don’t watch out. 

Professionals, publishers, and pharma- 
ceutical houses may seem somewhat slow 
adopting the comparatively new tag, 
because takes time gear the entire 
production new terms 
ogy. The seeming lag comparable 
retooling industry, where new lines 
and designs must followed new 
pilots and patterns, new dies and tries, 
all which require time 
we, the layman, pull together with all 
our strength, success the big reward. 

When Louisiana peace officers who 
are position raise morale, throw 
their hands the mere mention 
Carville, when helping hands are ex- 
tended then pulled back shudderingly: 


MAIL BAG 


when Louisiana public hostelries where 
and patients are registered un- 
questioned, hum and haw over reserva- 
ticas for patients who are arrested 
cases, would seem that the educable 
public the most endemic state the 
nation not making straight 
very important phase education, 

Mrs. Miller 
Shreveport, La. 


* 


Enclosed contribution for “Uncle 
Will Danner’s Memorial.” was really 
the first person interest Han- 
disease talked the Inter- 
denominational Council Des Moines, 
many years ago. 

Mrs, E.R. Poush 
Osege Beach, Mo. 


* * * 


writing behalf the patients 
the General Hospital, Penang, Ma- 
thank THE STAR staff for 
veur generous gift year’s subscrip- 
tion the Reader’s Digest Christ- 
mas gift. 
From time time periodicals are 
handed over the patients Pulau 
Jerejak Island which houses and 
patients. These patients are visited 
members this Branch the Red 
Cross and occupational therapy or- 
ganized for tubercular patients. The 
other patients run two bands and are 
able grow vegetables, poultry and 
They have various clubs and 
other activities. 
Betty Spencer, Director 
Penang and Province Wellesley 
Branch, Br. Red Cross 

Penang, Malaya 


* * * 


wish acknowledge your fine 
Christmas gift another year’s sub- 
the Digest. This 
and THE STAR are most in- 
teresting and express great thanks 
for such valuable gifts, 

The opening the new Hansenar- 
ium Tangerang not yet fixed 
Dr. Boen‘amin. The opening has been 
put off several times have wait 
patiently. 

Tan Keng Liong 
Lenseng Agung, 
Java, Rep. Indonesia 


* * * 


The book, Miracle Carville 
Retty Martin, splendid effort and 
gree wtih all that it, even though 


Kirkcaldy Public Library, here Scot- 
land, now has and happy have 

Much needs done enlighten 
the world facts. People become 
wonderfully reasonable, once 
gin grasp facts. THE STAR doing 
splendid work, also reading Mr, 
Burgess’ book Born Those Years. 

James Bennett 
Kirkcaldy, Fife, Scotland 


* * * 


have just read with great interest 
book written about your hospital 
former patient under the alias Betty 
Martin entitled Miracle Carville. 
she mentions THE STAR that was pub- 
lished while she was there. still 
being published I’d like receive 
copy and the subscription rates. 

ing for the priesthood the Church 
England and having recently spent 
fairly long period sanatorium, Mrs, 
Martin’s book stirred wife and 
very deeply. should like, however 
small way, help forwarding your 
cause over here. shall endeavor see 
that your publication read all 
fellow students and gets around 
many other people possible. 

T.J. Bryan 
Theological College 
Chichester, Sussex, England 


* * * 


chance. One morning, while was wait- 
ing the library before church, 
picked book called Medical Mile- 
stones and found chapter Hansen’s 
disease. left panting know more 
about the disease and, 
there footnote was the mention 
paper —THE all about the 
people, institution and treatment the 
illness. 

Serving the European theatre 
greenback hard find but knew 
who was preparing return the 
States and pried him loose from one 
send for subscription, When re- 
turn the States hope visit your 
hospital. 

Pfc. Robert Marston 
583rd Md. Amb, Co. 
APO 180, clo P.M., New York 


* * * 


Congratulations fine job edu- 
cating the public the true facts con- 
cerning Hansen’s disease. May you meet 
with continued success your endeav- 


Mary Beilby 
New Orleans, La. 
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Facts 


Lhat You Should Know About Hansen’s Disease 


order that (Hansen’s disease) may dealt with successfully compre- 
hensive scale and before any large proportion early cases will come voluntarily 
for examination, there must change the attitude the public toward the 
Any scheme for the control (Hansen’s disease) will depend for its 


success educated public opinion.” 


Recommendation World Conference (Hansen’s disease) 
Cairo, Egypt, March 1938. 


The medical world classes Hansen’s disease “feebly com- 
municable,” but susceptibility much greater infants and 
young children, and decreases with age. also probable 
that most cases the susceptibility familial. continental 
United States, endemic foci are limited Louisiana Texas 
and Florida. Outside these states, Hansen’s disease 
rarely communicated contacts that from the public health 
standpoint might considered practically non-com- 
municable disease. The hospital Carville was founded fifty- 
eight years ago. date not single member the medical 
nursing staff has contracted the disease. 


with those they would take dealing with 
typhoid and other communicable diseases. 


Visitors, with the exception children under 10, are 
admitted freely, nor are they required take any special 
precautions. 


Patients are permitted visit their homes semi-annually 
for periods month. 


FACTS, based actual experiet.ce over long period 
years (the most valid scientific yardstick) furnish indubitable 
proof the remoteness the communicability 
disease. 


Since Hansen’s isolation the bacillus, hundreds at- 
tempts have been madc grow artificial media but 
date none these have successfully met the requirements for 
proof, and all attempted inoculations animals have been 
the same extent. scientist more than 
145 recorded cases has been able infect himself other 
human volunteers attempted inoculation the germ. 


THE TRANSMISSION THE DISEASE THE BIG 
PROBLEM Hansen’s. Once that determined, the 6.000 
year old practice imprisoning person for life because 
happens sick will done away with. 


Despite the fact that among the many 
throughout the world thousands well workers, religious and 
lay have been daily association with the the in- 
cidence infection very small. some these cases rea- 
sonable doubt existed whether the individual acquired 
the infection the Hansenarium. This especially when 
the infected person native section the 
where the disease occurs frequently when the disease 
known have existed the family. During its years 
existence, hundreds persons from neighboring communities 
have been employed the Carville hospital plumbers, 
painters, cafeteria help, clerical workers, laboratory techni- 
etc., with but one possible exception native this 
endemic section) not single member the personnel his 
contracted the disease. This remarkable 
ing that this hospital located almost within the heart the 
most endemic section the most endemic state the Union 
one would expect more cases devclop sheer coin- 
cidence. What tuberculosis sanatorium can point such 
record? 


the much publicized case Father Damien his 
ers assert that. good father never took 
against infection but lived continuously under 


conditions.” His Brother Joseph Dutton, worked 
daily intimate with patients for over years without 
contracting the disease. 


1874 Armauer Hansen, Norwegian an- 
nounced his discovery the germ which causes the disease. 
appearance and size closely resembles the germ which 
causes tuberculosis, the tubercle bacillus. single organisms 
impossible for the “Laboratory” distinguish between 
the two germs. 


Hansen’s not included the list reportable 
New York and Vermont and patients those states are 
subject restrictions. Massachusetts and Michigan Han- 
sen’s reportable but the patient subject “NO RE- 
STRICTIONS.” 


man woman may remain perfect physical health 
years after contracting Hansen’s disease. Half the patients now 
Carville could sit unnoted any social gathering. 
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NOTICE SUBSCRIBERS 


THE STAR regrets its inability begin many our 
new subscriptions with the February 1953 issue. are 
taking care each you beginning with the March 1953. 
have re-estimated our future needs and will 
pared take care all new subscribers with our forth- 
coming issues, subscribe for friend today. 


THE PURPOSE THIS PUBLICATION 


Promote educated public opinion Hansen’s 
Furnish occupational therapy for interested patients. 


Encourage and finance social service for needy patients 


Carville. 4 
Louisian Published monthly patients the U.S. Public 
Service Hospital, Carville, 


Please send THE STAR to: 


Address 


City Zone State 


Subscription $1.00 per year. stamps please 
Kindly make checks money orders payable THE STAR 
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